Legislative Outreach Letter Template

Placed on Your Agency Letterhead 
Date

Dear Legislator:

There are hundreds of quality behavioral health and child welfare programs and services provided throughout the great state of West Virginia where social workers, counselors, direct care staff and managers spend every minute of every day doing what’s best for West Virginia’s children.  

Our in-state facilities and treatment programs are regulated by the state of West Virginia through oversight by the West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources and the West Virginia Department of Education.  These stringent licensing requirements and standards of care ensure that West Virginia’s children are receiving the best quality of care.  We cannot say the same for out-of-state treatment facilities that are not required to follow the same rules and regulations. 
The question remains, with an average of 360 West Virginia children in out-of-state treatment facilities on any given day, how can we unite to bring West Virginia’s children home and stop children from being sent across our borders when regulated, quality care can be found right here at home? 

(Agency name here) is proud to be part of the ‘Quality Care is in Our Own Backyard’ campaign focused on keeping West Virginia’s children in West Virginia.  We challenge you to join us and the West Virginia Child Care Association by responding to our call to action!    

1. Visit programs like (Agency name here ) in (City/County) where you’ll see firsthand how quality care is being provided for West Virginia’s children in your district. 
2. Create an estimated 1,000 jobs and a $100 million economic impact by reinvesting the estimated $23 million or more our state spends every year to outsource our children and jobs to out-of-state facilities. 

3. Require public accountability of the Commission to Study the Residential Placement of Children to reduce the state’s reliance on out-of-state care consistent with West Virginia Legislative intent. 

Please join us in actively supporting existing legislation.  By championing the work of in-state programs and services, as West Virginians we are doing what is best for our children, their families, the professionals who care for them and the organizations that exist to impact their lives.  Quality care is found in our own backyard!
Sincerely, 

Name

Executive Director/Board Member/Employee 
